The Big Debate 2:
Is 21st century land ownership a responsibility or a privilege? 

Chaired by cross bencher Lord Haskins
13.10-14.10 hrs

Is modern land ownership primarily a responsibility that carries considerable burdens or does it continue to be a privilege that brings a great deal of private benefit?  

Speaking for “21st century land ownership is a responsibility”:

Alan Woods, independent consultant 
Lord Joicey, Ford and Etal Estates
Speaking for “21st land ownership is a privilege”:

Mark Avery, independent consultant

David Harvey, Newcastle University

Alan Woods
· Views issue as a practical challenge – how can State and land managers work together to deliver what society wants from the countryside

· Describes what he means by ‘Integrated land management’ - managing land for multiple purposes      
· Argues that the rural landscape is essentially man-made and as such, land managers are best placed to manage it

· Notes that regulation is effective for stopping things happening, including bad practices but that voluntary mechanisms are the best approach for long-term, integrated management

Mark Avery

· Land ownership is an opportunity which presents many choices but also many rules

· Land owners are privileged in the sense that they receive public money (via CAP) 

· Notes that poor land management is rewarded with further funding support (e.g. agri-environment measures) which he disagrees with

Lord Joicey

· Detailed the numerous responsibilities that come as a result of being a land owner (e.g. management of scheduled monuments, listed buildings, SSSIs, agri-environment schemes, tenants etc)
· As land managers, they are agents for delivering many of the prescriptions and regulations imposed by the State

· Argues that the restrictions imposed on land managers sometimes restrict them in their responsibilities in managing the land 

David Harvey 

· Privilege and responsibility go hand in hand
· Land managers have greater than ever responsibility in 21st century

· Privilege generates responsibility and not vice versa

Debate

· Unarguably a privilege to be a land owner
· Responsibility and privilege are connected

· Geoff Tansey – Key word is ‘ownership’, a privilege from which responsibilities flow. 

· Should responsibility be voluntary?

· Land owners are great enablers of investment and great attractors of investment – thus, key helpers for state in its delivery

· Farmer and ex-academic “privilege is always there but you wake up every day as a land owner thinking about your responsibilities”

· Lord Haskins moved the discussion on to issues about land ownership in the developing world, expressing concern for the way the Chinese and Saudis are buying up land in Africa

Speaker responses

Alan Woods: Advocates a voluntary approach to land management. Notes that the debate comes down to mechanisms and regulation used to manage land in a certain way and that we should instead enthuse and inform land managers to manage land in ways we want as a society rather than impose and regulate
Mark Avery: Land ownership begins with privilege
Lord Joicey: Argues that it is important to remember that the privilege of land ownership extends beyond private individuals to other, much large land owners such as MoD, Crown Estates, and RSPB. Responsibility and privilege deeply intertwined.
David Harvey: Privilege generates responsibility 
Lord Haskins closed the debate by noting that the topic was an exercise in semantics. Argues that it is important to have clarity of ownership, especially in the developing world. He noted, contrary to Alan Woods’ argument, that the countryside has benefitted from regulation and intervention from the State in land management.

Audience votes

For responsibility

-before debate: 34

-after debate: 6

For privilege

-before debate: 17

-after debate: 38
